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CHAPTER 9 (part 3)
The Days Before

     There was a loud popping noise and everything went dark.  
     “Well that's not good!” yelled John.
     “Wait for it!” replied Delta.
     A few minutes passed as they sat in the pitch black darkness of space powerless.
     “I'm still waiting!  The oxygen is getting stale.”
     “Hang in there.  I'm working on it.”
     A few more minutes went by and nothing happened.  John started to feel light headed 
as the oxygen began to thin.  Then suddenly there was a loud hum and the power 
suddenly popped back on.  
     “Yes!” exclaimed Delta.  “I did it!”
     Outside the ship the six devices that John had mounted lit up in brilliant colors and 
engulfed the ship in light.  In a few moments the light spread across the whole ship and 
covered it with a hologram of a Galactic Fleet Cruiser.  
     “Disguise is in place,” announced Delta.
     “Excellent work, Delta.  Let's get some supplies!”
     The Cargo Ship Delta V, disguised as a Galactic Fleet Cruiser, settled down on the 
landing pad at Amber's Supply Warehouse on Pluto.  John climbed out of the ship 
cautiously, keeping an eye out for any soldiers.  Amber was surprised to see him.
     “John!” she exclaimed, “how did you get here?”
     “I've still got a few tricks up my sleeve.  I was given a large holographic projector 
awhile back as a thank you for a special delivery I performed, but until now I really had 
no use for it.”
      “Okay, hurry up.  Those two cruisers in orbit will be landing soon to pick up an 
order.  You need to be out of here before they do.  So what do you need?”
      “Food, food, and more food.  The resistance is starving,” replied John.  “Weapons 
and laser chargers wouldn't hurt either.”
     “Okay,” responded Amber.  “I'll give you everything I can spare.”
     “Thank you, but you do realize by helping us you are putting yourself in danger.”
     “This is my contribution to the resistance.  I stand with you and will help for as long 
as I can keep my store open.  The robots will load your ship as quickly as possible.”
     John handed her a card.  “Take whatever you need off the card to pay for the goods.  
It's always a pleasure doing business with you.”
     “You've always been a great customer, John.”  Just then a robot gave Amber a report.  



“Okay, your ship's loaded.  The two cruisers are landing now so get out of here!”
     “Thanks Amber, be careful and take care!”
     John hurried back to the disguised Delta V and they launched into space just as the 
two cruisers landed.
     “Dad, one of the cruisers is signaling us!” announced Delta.
     “Ignore them and go to full speed as soon as we are clear atmosphere.”


